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Invest to ensure Metro Nashville students have equitable resources

and opportunities for years to come

Our Students ,  Our Future
Endowment  Campaign
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MISSION

Linking community resources to Nashville Public Schools to help young people

achieve academic success and prepare for life

VISION

PENCIL envisions a world where access and opportunities are equitable for all

students to have a successful future.

VALUES

Our work is guided by the needs of MNPS, is student centric, and is achieved

through partnerships and tangible engagements. As the PENCIL team, we will

be collaborative and transparent, act with integrity, and demonstrate kindness

and gratitude.

HOW PENCIL WORKS

We recruit and match businesses so their employees can volunteer to serve as

tutors within classrooms; pair professionals with students for career

exploration and mentorship; collect and distribute essential school supplies;

operate Family Resource Centers within schools; coordinate all volunteer

background check services for MNPS; and serve as a vital district partner.

WHAT IS ACHIEVED AS A RESULT

Students engage with and learn from community members; schools and

students benefit from long-term community relationships; all schools have the

core supplies their teachers and students need to facilitate learning; and

barriers to student attendance are removed.

PENCIL AT A GLANCE

37 ,224
VOLUNTEER HOURS

$2M
SUPPLIES DISTRIBUTED

751
PENCIL PARTNERSHIPS

$4.9M+
COMMUNITY INVESTMENT

Annual
Investment

in MNPS
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Metro Nashville Public Schools (MNPS) has grown to rely on

PENCIL for access to community resources, including vital

school supplies, amounting to approximately $2M per year,

and a high volume of talented and passionate volunteers, who

meaningfully engage with students and provide real world

career education and exposure. PENCIL knows that businesses

want to engage with and support public schools, but it’s

difficult for them to successfully manage their engagement

without PENCIL making connections to schools where their

particular input is needed.

To ensure PENCIL’s capacity to always meet these needs for

our schools and community, we have created the Our Students,

Our Future campaign. With an endowment goal of $3M, this

campaign will ensure that PENCIL always has two staff

members to recruit and manage community resources for

MNPS.

WHY NOW

"PENCIL has a heart for kids. Their sole purpose is to make resources available for our students

in our city to make education equitable for everybody. A lot of people talk the talk, but a lot of

people don't walk the walk. PENCIL does a good job of doing both."

Myra Taylor, Principal at Jones Paideia Elementary

 

forever.

Your gift ensures we can always provide critically needed resources to MNPS

through our programs and PENCIL Partnerships, such as:

Caring adult mentors to encourage, guide, and tutor struggling young readers

Experiential learning opportunities for high school students to provide exposure to in-

demand, living wage career paths

Celebration opportunities to acknowledge students and teachers

School supplies so every student and teacher has the basic tools they need
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Together with civic and business leaders, Sue Spickard took a simple but powerful idea and

brought it to life with the creation of PENCIL more than 39 years ago. Even today, Sue serves as a

very engaged and contributing member of PENCIL’s board. In Sue’s honor, we have created the

Sue Spickard Fund to recognize her lifetime commitment to assuring MNPS students have the

resources they need. 

The Sue Spickard Fund is simply a portion of PENCIL’s general endowment, but will assure that the

name and legacy of Sue Spickard is always remembered and recognized at PENCIL.

PENCIL welcomes the opportunity to create multiple named funds within our general

endowment to recognize commitments to public education. In order to create a named

fund, we ask for a minimum investment of $25,000.

SUE SPICKARD FUND
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Superintendent

Chief of Partnerships

Principal

Teacher of the Year

Honor Roll

Star Pupil

Friend of PENCIL

$750,000+

$500,000

$100,000 - $350,000

$35,000 - $75,000

$5,000 - $25,000

$500 - $2,500

Up to $500

WAYS TO DONATE

Make a one-time gift now that will immediately begin earning income

for PENCIL. Donate online at give.classy.org/PENCILEndowment or by

mailing in a check to PENCIL (7199 Cockrill Bend Blvd, Nashville, TN

37209).

Contribute a planned gift, such as naming PENCIL as a beneficiary of

a will, life insurance policy, or other form of estate gift. To discuss

planned giving options, please contact Angie Adams, PENCIL

President & CEO, at AAdams@PENCIL615.org. 

PENCIL also accepts gifts of stock. To transfer stock, please contact

Tina Cherry (Tina@WoodmontCounsel.com or 615.297.3793) at

Woodmont Investment Counsel for details.

DONOR BENEFITS

Donors to the Our Students, Our Future Campaign become members

of PENCIL’s Legacy Society. Members are acknowledged for their

commitment and are invited to participate in a variety of special

events and activities.

BECOME A DONOR

SUPPORT METRO SCHOOLS & PENCIL PARTERSHIPS

FOREVER

GIVING LEVELS

mailto:Tina@WoodmontCounsel.com
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Why a $3 million goal?

An endowment corpus of $3 million would provide enough annual income to assure that there are always at least two

PENCIL staff members to facilitate PENCIL Partnerships for Metro Nashville Public Schools, continuing this critical

community engagement and bringing resources to students.

How is the Sue Spickard Fund different than PENCIL's endowment?

The fund named to honor Sue is simply a portion of PENCIL’s general endowment and will assure that the name and legacy

of Sue Spickard is always remembered and recognized at PENCIL.

What is the timing of this campaign? When do gifts need to be committed and/or fulfilled?

Our goal is to celebrate $3 million in cash and planned gift commitments by June of 2024. We welcome the opportunity to

celebrate donors’ planned gift commitments together during their lifetime, understanding that these gifts will not come to

fruition for years to come. 

Who is PENCIL's Investment Manager?

PENCIL’s Board selected Woodmont Investment Counsel as our Investment Manager in the Spring of 2017 when we moved

our Board Designated reserves from 100% cash to a balanced portfolio. Stephen Frohsin is our main point of contact with

Woodmont, but PENCIL also benefits from the expertise of the full Woodmont team.

Who monitors PENCIL's investments?

From FY17 through the end of FY20, PENCIL’s Finance Committee was instrumental in creating our Investment Policy,

meeting with our Investment Manager, and monitoring our investment returns. In light of the changing economic

circumstances brought about by the pandemic, our Board Executive Committee now fulfills all the roles previously filled by

our Finance Committee.

What is PENCIL's Investment Policy?

PENCIL will avoid direct investment in companies that derive revenues from activities which are not consistent with our

mission, values, and work. PENCIL’s board has ensured our endowment asset portfolio is well diversified, setting long-term

asset allocation ranges in order to mitigate the potential for significant loss from a single asset or asset category.

What is a suggested endowment gift amount?

Since the average annual withdrawal from our endowment fund will be roughly 4%, a good rule of thumb is that your

endowment commitment be 25 times your annual operating gift. However, any and all gifts to PENCIL’s endowment will

grow over time and help secure our future support to MNPS.

May I gift a life insurance policy to PENCIL?

Yes, PENCIL is happy to accept life insurance policies from our donors with the understanding that the donor will make an

annual gift to cover the policy premiums. This is a wonderful example of a planned gift commitment.

Is there a way for me to create a named endowment fund within the general PENCIL endowment?

We would welcome the opportunity to create multiple named funds within our general endowment to recognize

commitments to public education. In order to create a named fund, we ask for a minimum investment of $25,000.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

ENSURING THE LONG-TERM IMPACT OF PENCIL PARTNERS IN NASHVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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PENCIL MILESTONES

In 1982, PENCIL opened its doors after months of collaboration between business and community

leaders and Metro Nashville Public Schools. These community leaders knew that a strong public school

system was essential to Nashville’s healthy future and that the broad-based support of and involvement

from the community, particularly the business community, were imperative.

1982

1984

1997

2004

2006

2012

2016

2017

2018

2020

2021

2022

2024

37 PENCIL

Partnerships

119 Partnerships,

one for every MNPS school

First Bronson Ingram

Award given to Nelson

Andrews

First A Little Night of Music concert with

Michael W. Smith as our headlining artist

Opening of the

LP PENCIL Box

500 PENCIL 

 Partnerships

LP PENCIL Box annual distributions

jump from $350,000 to $850,000

10th anniversary of

Academies of Nashville:

365 Academy Partnerships

PENCIL opens new

warehouse on

Cockrill Bend

750 Partnerships; $1.8M in LP PENCIL Box

distributions; $4.9M in Community Impact

LP PENCIL Box hits $10M in total

distributions since inception

PENCIL’s 40th Anniversary

PENCIL celebrates with

endowment donors who have

achieved a $3MM fund
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AN INVESTMENT TODAY WILL CHANGE STUDENTS'

LIVES FOR YEARS TO COME

"Few things say more about a city’s character and

trajectory for success than its ability to work

together to strengthen and improve its public

schools. From day one Ingram has been a proud

supporter of PENCIL and the critical role it plays

in matching community resources with the needs

of schools and classrooms across the city. We are

proud to be part of an effort to ensure PENCIL’s

long-term success supporting our schools.”

Emily Weiss, Vice President of Community

Relations, Ingram Industries

 

FOUNDING PARTNERS 

“Public education is a critical

component to any community, and as

REALTORS®, we are committed to

building strong communities. Greater

Nashville REALTORS® is honored to have

served our public schools through the

outstanding partnership we have had

with PENCIL for more than 39 years. We

look forward to the next 39 years as we

grow our communities together.” 

Kristy Hairston, Former President,

Greater Nashville REALTORS® 

 

“Kroger has been a proud part of PENCIL

since we were first invited to ‘adopt’

Donelson Junior High 39 years ago. As

America’s Grocer, Kroger is committed to

serving the unique communities in which we

operate, from reducing hunger, to

providing nutrition education, to ensuring

families can access healthy meals. With

PENCIL, we’ve been able to introduce

students to our company and our mission

and support teachers by donating

classroom supplies and other essentials to

the LP PENCIL Box. These are small

investments when compared to the return

we see for our students and teachers.

Melissa Eads, Corporate Affairs Manager,

Kroger Nashville Division
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COMMITMENT FORM 

In an effort to help PENCIL pursue its mission and to encourage others to make similar gifts, I wish to

confirm membership in the Legacy Society.

NOTICE TO DONOR : All information provided will be kept in the strictest confidence. We will use this information for

planning purposes only and as an indicator of your intentions. It is not a legally binding document or pledge.

Name:                                                                                                                                           

Phone:                                             Email:                                                                                    

Address:                                                                                                                                        

City:                                                               State:                     Zip Code:                                

I pledge $                        to the Our Students, Our Future campaign. I plan to make this gift by

        check,         cash, or         stock transfer.

This investment is directed to:                        PENCIL's general endowment fund

        the Sue Spickard Fund of our general endowment

 
As a thank you for your membership, you will have the opportunity to participate in various

special events and benefits available to Legacy Society members.

 

I give permission for my name to be recognized in all listings of Legacy Society members.

             YES, list my name in the following manner:

                                                                                                                                                    

             NO, I wish to remain anonymous

7199 Cockrill Bend Blvd, Nashville, TN 37209 | (615) 242-3167

aadams@PENCIL615.org | www.PENCILforSchools.org

mailto:Info@PENCIL615.org
https://pencilfd.sharepoint.com/Documents/Marketing%20Stuff%20for%20Staff/Letterhead/www.PENCILforSchools.org
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COMMITMENT FORM 

In order for us to appropriately plan for future gifts, please provide us with the following

information:

            Life Insurance

Gift Vehicle: I have designated PENCIL as a beneficiary of:

             Will

             Savings Account or CD

            Qualified Retirement Plan

             Other:                                                               

             Charitable Gift Annuity

             Charitable Remainder Trust

             Fund/Trust

Value:

Approximate value of the gift:                                                                                                       

If possible, please attach a copy of the portion of your will or other documents which includes

PENCIL as a beneficiary.

I am choosing to support PENCIL because:

                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                       

7199 Cockrill Bend Blvd, Nashville, TN 37209 | (615) 242-3167

aadams@PENCIL615.org | www.PENCILforSchools.org

continued

mailto:Info@PENCIL615.org
https://pencilfd.sharepoint.com/Documents/Marketing%20Stuff%20for%20Staff/Letterhead/www.PENCILforSchools.org
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COMMITMENT FORM 

Professional Advisor:

City:                                                               State:                      Zip Code:                                

Name:                                                                          Phone:                                                       

Firm:                                              Email:                                                                                      

Address:                                                                                                                                        

continued

Family Liaison 

Signature:                                                                                    Date:                                          

Name:                                                                         Phone:                                                        

Firm:                                              Email:                                                                                       

Address:                                                                                                                                         

City:                                                               State:                      Zip Code:                                 

 
Please Return Form To:

Office of Endowment and Planned Giving
PENCIL

7199 Cockrill Bend Boulevard
Nashville, TN 37209

Or 
aadams@pencil615.org

 
 

If you have any questions or would prefer a personal discussion, please call:
Angie Adams

President & CEO
615.594.5305

aadams@pencil615.org 

 

 

mailto:aadams@pencil615.org
mailto:aadams@pencil615.org

